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Central Laboratory 
Construction Project

https://dfs.virginia.gov/regional-labs/new-central-laboratory-facility/

https://dfs.virginia.gov/regional-labs/new-central-laboratory-facility/




NAFSB Membership
• National Association of Forensic Science Boards 

◦ Applied for membership as directed 
◦ Received notification of acceptance
◦ Planning to attend conference November 21 - 22, 2024

• Disseminated Best Practices Document for Development 
of State Forensic Science Boards in April 2024

• Requested to give a Virginia Spotlight

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/657366013cc2bd7598dcbf05/t/6661a217f0b75a007f784561/1717674519202/Guide+to+Best+Practices+for+Development+of+State+Boards.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/657366013cc2bd7598dcbf05/t/6661a217f0b75a007f784561/1717674519202/Guide+to+Best+Practices+for+Development+of+State+Boards.pdf


Burton Case Review
• 3,416 cases including 4,231 named suspects
• Letters sent to 174 law enforcement agencies and 125 localities
• Information regarding convictions being returned from law 

enforcement agencies, Commonwealth's Attorneys and Clerks of 
Court

• DFS will begin notification of defendants, prioritizing those that 
are currently incarcerated for a Burton case once identified by the 
Virginia State Crime Commission



Accreditation
• Surveillance Assessment May 21-23, 2024
• Controlled Substances and Materials (Trace) 

technical assessors

• Certificates and Scopes are available on the DFS 
website: https://www.dfs.virginia.gov/about-
dfs/accreditation/accreditation-documentation/

• Current cycle expires September 30, 2026
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Customer Notice – 
Honorarium Policy

• DFS scientific staff who issue Certificates of 
Analysis may be required to support those 
examinations by providing expert court 
testimony after separating from the agency. 
• Evidence may no longer be available for 

reanalysis
• Reanalysis discouraged 

• Also applies to scientific staff who issue 
Certificates of Instrument Accuracy

https://dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/NOTICE.DFS-Honorarium-for-Testimony.pdf

https://dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/NOTICE.DFS-Honorarium-for-Testimony.pdf


Customer Notice – 
DNA Allele Tables

• As of July 1, DNA Certificates of Analysis will no longer 
include a Table of Typing Results

• HB 898 (Kent) eliminated the requirement that DNA 
profiles be included in any DFS Certificates of Analysis 
for the results of that analysis to be admissible in 
criminal proceedings.  

• Additional language was added to Virginia Code § 
19.2-270.5 to clarify that the underlying case file 
documentation, including the developed evidentiary 
and comparison profiles, could be obtained with a 
lawfully served subpoena duces tecum under Virginia 
Code § 19.2-187.2 (as with any other DFS case file 
documentation). https://dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/NOTICE.Removal-of-DNA-Typing-Results-Tables.pdf

https://dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/NOTICE.Removal-of-DNA-Typing-Results-Tables.pdf


Drugs Submitted in CY 2023 Report

https://dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023DFSDrugReport.pdf

https://dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023DFSDrugReport.pdf




Agency Outreach
• Commonwealth’s Attorneys’ Annual Summer Conference – 

August 2 (Amy Jenkins)
• Virginia Chiefs of Police – August 25 – 28 (Linda Jackson and Amy 

Jenkins)
• Public Defenders Conference – October 2 (Linda Jackson and 

Mason Byrd)
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• 50th Anniversary of Forensic 
Science Academy

• 112th FSA Session 
graduated June 28, 2024

• FSA Annual Retraining 
Conference will be held 
September 3 – 5, 2024
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Forensic Training



Hallucinogenic Properties:
• 4-fluoro methylbenzylpiperazine
• 4-fluoro-alpha-PiHP
• Pyrazolam

Cannabimimetic Agent:
• MDMB-BUTINACA

Board of Pharmacy 
Expedited Scheduling

DFS recommended four (4) compounds in April 2024. The compounds were 
considered at the Board’s June 25th meeting and are pending final 
approval.



Case Statistics
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FY 2024 Case Statistics Comparison

*2022 - 2024 Toxicology submissions are artificially low due to OCME outsourcing.
Outsourcing was completed in CY2023.



Controlled Substances



Digital & Multimedia Evidence



Firearms & Toolmarks 



Forensic Biology (DNA)



DNA Outsourcing
• Testing contract with private laboratory
• Preparing requirements for procurement process 
• Plan to outsource “non-persons” cases from all locations
• Anticipate Certificates of Analysis will be prepared by the 

contract laboratory 
• Customer notice will be distributed with details



Latent Prints & Impressions



Toxicology



Trace Evidence



Budget and Resources
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Year End Balances
FY24 Year End Balance: $2,894,013

• Included the $2,365,142 that was carried over from FY23 
to pay for new evidential Breath Alcohol instruments

• Due to the anticipated dates of delivery for the new 
instruments, DFS will be requesting to carryover the 
balance to FY25
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Biennial Budget for FY25/26

Title FY25 FY26
GF
FTE

NGF 
FTE

Fund increase in staffing for Forensic Biology (DNA) Section (2 
Biologists (in training), 1 Forensic Scientist (in hiring process)) $ 278,026 $ 353,976 3 -
Fund increase in staffing and oversight for Evidence Receiving 
Section $ 225,548 $ 225,548 3 -

Fund tools used to unlock mobile cellular devices $ 107,770 $ 107,770 - -

Reclassify positions to align with fund source - - - 2
Fund strangulation kits and DNA Forensic Scientist position (in 
hiring process) (required by HB2150 (2023)) $ 119,333 $ 163,442 1 -
Forensic Laboratory Specialist, instrument and supplies for 
screening high alcohol DUI cases for drugs $238,739 $196,638 1 -
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Grant Applications – 
Board Approval Needed to Accept Funds

Bureau of Justice Assistance DNA Capacity Enhancement and Backlog Reduction 
Program
DFS applied to BJA for funding under this program, in the amount of $2,085,911, to support 
efforts in the Forensic Biology Section statewide (casework and data bank) to increase capacity 
and reduce the case backlog. Funds will be utilized for personnel, supplies, and required 
continuing education for DNA staff.

If awarded, the grant will begin on October 1, 2024 and will end on September 30, 2026.
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Grant Applications – 
Board Approval Needed to Accept Funds

Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Program through Department of Criminal Justice 
Services (DCJS)

• DFS applied for funding under this grant program through DCJS, the State Administering 
Agency. The amount allocated for DFS is $252,449. DFS will utilize funding, if awarded, for 
the following purposes:

1. Continuing education for scientific staff in the Chemistry, Physical Evidence, and 
Toxicology program areas

2. Equipment for the Firearms & Toolmarks Section to increase efficiency and reduce 
turnaround time

The award is expected to begin on January 1, 2025 and end on June 30, 2026.
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Thank you!
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SMITH v. ARIZONA 
Amy Jenkins, DFS Counsel
Presented to the Forensic Science Board
July 10, 2024

Central (Richmond) Northern (Manassas)      Eastern (Norfolk)           Western (Roanoke)
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Smith v. Arizona, No. 22-899, 2024 U.S. LEXIS 
2712 (June 21, 2024)
• Facts:  Smith was charged with several drug offenses.  Items seized from a 

search of his father's property were submitted to the Arizona Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) for analysis.  After she had completed the analysis and 
prepared the report, but before the trial, the forensic scientist left DPS.  A 
different DPS analyst testified for the state as its expert witness.  The new 
expert witness testified, coming to the same conclusions as the original 
examiner, in reliance on the original report and notes.

• Question Presented: Does the Confrontation Clause of the Sixth 
Amendment permit the prosecution in a criminal trial to present testimony 
by a substitute expert conveying the testimonial statements of a 
nontestifying forensic analyst?

31



Smith v. Arizona, No. 22-899, 2024 U.S. LEXIS 
2712 (June 21, 2024)
• Holding: When an expert conveys an absent analyst’s statements in support 

of his opinion, and the statements provide that support only if true, then the 
statements come into evidence for their truth.  If the out-of-court statements 
were also testimonial, their admission violated the Confrontation Clause. The 
case was remanded to the Arizona Supreme Court to determine if the out-of-
court statements were testimonial.

• Hiccup:  Arizona had (arguably) already conceded that the out-of-court 
statements were testimonial.
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